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(__________COUNTY) BOARD OF HEALTH SEEKS TO MAKE GOVERNMENT PROPERTY TOBACCO-FREE

(YOUR CITY) – The (______ COUNTY) Board of Health is seeking passage of a new rule that, if adopted and passed by the county commissioners, would ban tobacco use on all government property, including municipal and county buildings, grounds and vehicles, beginning (proposed start date).


“State law now allows us to protect the health of our public workers and visitors to our county and municipal government properties by providing a completely tobacco-free environment,” said (COUNTY HEALTH OFFICIAL).


(USE THIS SPACE TO WRITE A PARAGRAPH OR TWO DESCRIBING THE PROCESS – WHEN MEETINGS OR PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE REGARDING THE PASSAGE OF THE RULE.)


The proposed rule, which would apply county-wide, including  all the municipalities within the county,  would no longer allow tobacco use in any building owned, leased or occupied by the local government, in any vehicle owned, leased or controlled by the local governments, or on any grounds that are owned, leased or occupied by the local governments. This would include the use of county or city property for private events.  


Secondhand smoke is known to increase the risk of lung cancer, heart disease, heart attack and lung disease in nonsmokers. 

“The use of other tobacco products on government property presents a role-modeling issue, and can often create a toxic mess that has to be cleaned up,” said (COUNTY HEALTH OFFICIAL).


“According to the Surgeon General, there is no safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke,” said (COUNTY HEALTH OFFICIAL). “We are proud to lead by example in our community to protect workers and citizens from this known health hazard.”



While there will be costs in posting “Tobacco Use Prohibited” signs, officials expect the measure to save money over the long-term by reducing health care costs for local government employees.

# # # 

