FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




CONTACT (NAME)

DATE







PHONE (NUMBER)

(__________COUNTY) SEEKS TO MAKE PUBLIC PLACES SMOKE-FREE (CHANGE WORDING THROUGHOUT TO NOTE WHAT SPECIFIC PLACES ARE INCLUDED)

(YOUR CITY) – Officials in (______ COUNTY) are seeking passage of a new ordinance that would ban smoking from all enclosed public places in incorporated areas of the county, beginning (proposed start date).


“State law now allows us to protect the health of workers and visitors to our county by providing a smoke-free-free environment,” said (COUNTY OFFICIAL).


(USE THIS SPACE TO WRITE A PARAGRAPH OR TWO DESCRIBING THE PROCESS – WHEN MEETINGS OR PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE REGARDING THE PASSAGE OF THE ORDINANCE.)



The proposed ordinance would no longer allow smoking in any enclosed business that invites the public inside that exist outside the municipalities. The ordinance would include many businesses not covered by current state law, such as various stores and offices.  


If they want to adopt the same ordinance, any of the municipalities within (_______ COUNTY) can choose to adopt the ordinance by passing a resolution.


Secondhand smoke is known to increase the risk of lung cancer, heart disease, heart attack and lung disease in nonsmokers. 


“According to the Surgeon General, there is no safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke,” said (COUNTY OFFICIAL). “We are proud to lead by example in our county to protect workers and citizens from this known health hazard.”

# # # 

